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By KAREN FELD 

(Feld, a former Roll Call repor­
ter and columnist, is a free lance 
writer now. Her articles have be­
en published in People, Time, 
Vogue, Family Circle, airline in­
flight magazines and major daily 
new,,papers via the Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate.) 

"I don't want to embarrass 
Wichita Falls folks, but yes, it 
would be dull back there," says 
former Rep. Graham Purcell 
(Texas). "You can afford to be dull 
if you can make a living, but I 
thought I could do better here." 

"The bright lights are here. 
This is the best game. You get 
used to it. Politicians with their 
egos have got to be where the fast­
est game in town is," according to 
former Rep. Bill Stuckey (Ga). 

"I just have to keep occupied, 
and I knew the opportunity to be 
occupied was greater here than 
down home," is why former House 
Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Wilbur Mills (Ark) is 
still in the capital. "See I lived in a 
town of about 1,500 people and I 
wouldn't be satisfied just going to 
the drugstore to get coffee at 3 or 4 
o'clock every afternoon and to sit 
down and visit. It wouldn't appeal 
to me. I couldn't stay sober doing 
that. I'd bust out." 

... 

Many former members of Con­
gress upon retirement or defeat 
have chosen to remain in the 
Washington area, rather that to 
return to that place called "home"• 
from where they were first 
elected. 

Even the drama on Dynasty 
and Dallas can't begin to comrare 
t o  that o n  C a p i t o l  H i  !­
Hollywood on the Potomac. That's 
why Roll Call Editor and Publish­
er Sid Yudain, who fled Con­
necticut for California, where he 
began his career as a Hollywood 
·reporter long before "Roll Call" 
was even a dream, has been able 
to make his newspaper the suc­
cessful institution that it has be-
come. 

Financially, the reward of be­
ing a fonner member of Congress 
means more in Washington than 
anywhere else. Here, one is able 
to traffic off of what he was and 
who he was. So Washington is 
often a practical solution to an 
economic problem, something 
more immediate than a lifetime 
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stay can be found in Cabinet posi­
tions, government agencies, law . 
firms, trade associations, teach­
ing positions, and on publication 
mastheads. Others are retired; 
and still others have put their life 
on hold while they wander Con­
gressional corridors or Capitol 
Hill pubs clinging to memories 
and deliberating whether to run 
just one more time. 

• Congress has changed in the 
thirty years since Roll Call began. 
In his newspaper, Sid Yudain has 
chronicled those changes. Con­
gress has become a year-roun.djob 
with constituents demanding 
more of their legislators. With the 
limitations on outside income, 
many cannot afford to stay in 
Congress and support their fami­
lies while maintain'ing two 
homes. 

"It was costing me money being 
in Congress. Was my ego worth, 
iosing 'x' number of dollars a 
year?" Bill Stuckey asked him­
self. He and others including Tom 
Rees (CaliD, Bill Hungate (Mo), 
and David Henderson (NC) be­
came disillusioned or frustrated 
with the system and retired at a 
relatively young age, Those who 
leave public life voluntarily 
usually find greater options in the When he was defeated in his bid 
private sector. And the opportuni- for the Senate in 1976, he asked 
ties are greatest for those with a himself, "How do you reduce the 
law degree or service on a power- . campaign debt, and also maint3!n 
ful committee, such as Ways and . the kind of interest you have m 

1 Means. what was, for me, a permanent 
" Ifind that having been in Con- l i fet ime interest  in public 

gress is an asset because you get affairs?" He felt staying in Wash-
, 1 an understanding of how the sys- ington was more in line with 

tem works, where the pressure those objectives than going back 
points are, and how individuals to his old law practice in St. Louis. 
view themselves and the process," The transition from public life 
says former Rep. Jim Symington to life in the private sector is, a. 
(Mo),now a partner in a Washing- difficult one, but gradual m 
ton law firm. Washington. After defeat, it's 

Many fonner members of Con- easier for those already_in Wash­
gress who join law firms are ington to stay, not just physically, 
actually lobbyists, although some but also emotionally, 
such as former S,en. Charles When Wilbur Mills retired 
Goodell (NY), prefer to call them- following his aquatics at the Tidal 
selves 'legislative attorneys.' Basin with Fanne Fox and his ad­
Lobbying is not really a new role mission of alcoholism, he was 
for anyone who has ever served in faced with a decision. 
Congress since Congressmen are "I couldn't make up my mind in . 

Happy Birtl1day 
Roll Call extends birthday greetings to the following Members: 

July 1: Reps. William Carney (R-NY), 43 and Charles Hatch­
er (D,Ga), 46 ... July 3: Rep. Joseph Gaydos CD-Pa), 59 ... 
July 5: Rep. David Dreier (D-CaliD, 33 ... July 7: Sen. Alan 
Dixon (D-III), 58 and Reps. Carroll Hubbard (D-Ky), 48 and 
Richard Anney (R-Texas), 45 ... July 8: Rep. John Dingell 
(D-Mich), 59 and Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Texas), 43 , .. July 9: 
Reps. Thomas Luken (D-Ohio), 60 and Paul Henry (R-Mich), 
43 ... July 11: Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass), 39 ... July 12: 
Reps. Mickey Edwards (R-Okla), 48 and Bill McCollum (R­
Fia), 41 and Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-Ore), 63. 

Roll Call also extends birthday greetings to the following form­
er Members: June 30: Rep. H.R. Gross (R-lowa), 86 ... July 1: 
Rep. Thomas Kleppe (R-ND), 66 and Sen. William Scott (R­
Va), 70 , .. July 2: Sen. Edwin Mechem (R-NM), 73 .. , July 3: 
Sen. Harrison Schmitt (R-NM), 50 ... July 4: Rep. James 
Harvey {R-Mich), 63 and Sen. George Murphy {R-Calif), 83 .. 
July 6: Reps, Thomas Lane·(D-Mass), 87: Patrick Caffrey 
(D-La), 53: Joseph Holt III (R-CaliD, 61 and Garner E. Shriver 
(R-Kans), 73 . , . Reps. Dan Kuykendall (R-Tenn), 61; David T. 
Martin (R-Neb), 78 and Donald Rumsfeld (R-lll), 53 ... July 
11: Reps. Frank Coffin (D-Me), 66; Peter Kyros (D-Me), 60; 
Neil Stabler (D-Michl, 80; William Walsh (R-NY), 73 and Wil• 
liam Wheeler (D-Calif), 70 ... July 12: Rep. Clark MacGregor 
(R-Minn), 63. • 
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