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% Tbeoret, @ retired Roman Catholic priest and a former
‘mphym humanities professor, was recently sen-
! to*ayear!njaﬂby Dade County, Fla., Judge

' .; James Rainwater, The crime: He drowned five stray

‘-nts 80, he elaimed, they would not starve to death.
. Thecret broke the law but few consider him viclent or

i rddangerlolherem.ofwdety—yeutwﬂleostthem-

Ppayers betwean $10,000 and $25,000 to feed, clothe and
_ 'house him in an overcrowded prison for one year.
* . Many jodges; ettarneys and others in the U.S. crimin-
-al justice system agree nm]ih Randolph C. Berg Jr., direc-
tm'u:ft.hepnvat.eF‘Io ushcelnsuwte mhlsas'ress
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ﬁ WASHIN’GTONmSzxty-ﬁve year-old Victorian .
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memmnt“puttmgapermnmacagedoemtrem:mme

. erime. Therefore, you've got Lo work in some sort of
- beneficial payment to the community and to the vic-
- tm"” .

Those who favar practical alternatives to jail for non-
violent offenders might agree that a cat-killer ghould
have been sentenced to work in the county animal ghel-

_terforades:gnatedpenod.ratherthanbemﬂed.

n. D.C., attorney Ira Lowe also feels that
counterproductive. Lowe if the |
mmﬁe—mv Alterna

F n

whi

23 {0 cut the prison populatmn :

m half by providing restitution to the victim, rehabilita- !
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tion to the offender and savings to the taxpayer. Lowe

estimates the potential savings to be about three-quar-

ters of a billion dollars, noting that each state could aave

the $15- milhont.ommﬂhoneoatofanewmo-bed

mumd notmmtemafmleut-dangermn
en

Lowe practices what he preaches: When his client,
. John Ebrlichman, was sentenced in the Watergate case,
Lowe asked Judge John J. Sirica to sentence Ehrlich-
man to a supervised term of pnbhc smrice, mher t.han
straight probation. * .

More than half of the half- mﬂhonpeuplelncamerated
in the United States have committed victimiess crimes
or crimes against property. Prison conditions tend to
encourage anti-social behavior, often leading to break-
up of marriages, the addition of women and children to
the welfare rolls, and placing an addiu burden on
the taxpayer. Therefore, practical alternatives 0 impri-
sonment are gaining public aoeept.ame. .

For example:

‘ —-ACh:cagomankmmas“WeuﬂHmul " wagcon- -

victed of selling pornographic books. Instead of sen- -
tencing him to jail, the judge sentenced Harold to donate

/3,000 quality “clean” books to the county jail's library.

—A Maryland ear, nose and throat specialist found
gtﬂltyofMedlwdfmudwasnememedmwarkmthe
medical clinic in the Prince Georges County prison for -
one day a week—faor a total of 400 hours. This saved the
county the cost of transporting prisoners to a specialist
atthehospmlandmademeo!ﬂaephymnukﬂlnnd

training.

—A 'I‘uwonbarberwasmnv:ct.ed ofstealmgfmm
Salvation Army drop baxes. The judge ordered him to |
give free haircuts at the local Salvation Army Men’s So-
cial Service Center. N

“I feel an attorney has an obligation from the moment
heisappoimed wreprmemtheﬂe!endantuptomdm-
ciuding incarceration, if that’s the senience,” says the .
Florida Justice Insmute s Berg. He plans to propose that

- an amendment specifying that obligation be added to

the American Bar Assn. sOudeomefesshnalRﬁpan
sibility. : it



