Big money (up fo-

$30,000) on the. -

- church groups and conventions:

platform circuit
draws politicos,
comics, writers

o sooner had President Car-

" of HEW Secretary Joseph -

tary Michae! Blumenthal, Transporta-

teraccepted theresignation -

" Califano; Treasury Secre- _ i

geles alone; 30,000 in Chicago; and |
50,000 in New York. These include Rota-
ry clubs, universities, womer's groups;

In. today’s golden:age of -thelec-
ture business, Henry Kissinger eams
$25,000 a speech while Bob Hope getss

. $30,000 RaithadereamsS-BmmOa

year speaking. - - |
- In fact, lecturers: representone of |
our most: inflated: commodities, ac-
cording to Dan Tyler Moore, director
general of the Intemational Platformr

_ Association{IPA), the professional or-

ganization of the ‘speaking. circuit
‘Thepeopiem the front pages are-in:
the most demand,” says Moore: ~ .-
Moore ascribes the boom totelevi-
sion and the girplane: 'Seemg some-,

tion Sécretary. Brock Adams and En- body like Hugh Downs-on-TV' bmlds-
ergy Department head James Schless up-an appetite-over the years to-as-
inger, than all four had signed upwith  tually meet him, shake his-hand, sit>
- Harry Walker, president of the New . down and have dinnerwitlr him,”"’s: says
York-based lecture bureau that bears * Moore: “With: the-airplane: there are-

his name. K

They’re ingood company. Othersm
Walker's lecture. circuit include-for-
mer President Cerald R. Ford, Cen.®
Alexander Haig, Henry- Kissinger,
authors Truman Capote and Joseph
" Heller, Mike Wallace- and- Barbarax
Waiters.

no twoplaca i theU& tharyou
can't gettcrand back-in orie day. ' Ne-
. body, no matter how important or -
busy, can afford not to become-a.lec-
turer.”” Some, he notes, have books or:
_*candidacies- to promote' othexs 1ust
ideas. -

EccnomxstHawardRuﬁwasspeal@

The platform mdUSﬂY, with an an-  ing at an investment conferencewhen
‘nual gross of hundreds of millions of  Harry Walker came plungmg throug!n
doilars, has come-a long way since ‘the crowd and said: “Stick- with me..
Raiph Waldo Emerson received afeer kid, and I'll- make you a star” Says.
of $5 plus cats for his-horse for giving ™ Ruff: “I'm not on the lécture-circuitto
lectures. Today, there are over 3000 make a buck. butl charg&top dollar
platforms on any given dayin Los Aa- - contmued
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LECTURER

[$5000 per speech] because | want to. _
ration my appearances by price.””” . |
" “Speaking keeps me in touch with
the people. | love it says“Dear Ab-
by” Van Buren, the world’s most wide- _
ly syndicated columnist.“People are-
interested in politics, economic secu
rity, and social issues. Should we ac-
_cept the boat peopie?” says Abby.
“Then there are the never-ending mar-
ital- problems, - and- living together -
problems, love-problems, and. teen-
age problems: ‘Mom won't' let me
shave my legs or pierce my ears.””
- Some lecturers have a message. Dr: -
Henry . Heimiich, a thoracic surgeon,
discovered the lecture circuit fiver
years ago-after developing the Heim-
lich maneuver to save choking food
- victims. “The maneuver has given me
a platform to-promote- peace says
Heimiich: - &

_ Gen. Alexander Haxg has a- fuﬂ
speaking schedule- that- includes ad-"_
dresses to business leaders, trade or=
‘ganizations and other groups. ] have
a feeling that +have arr obligation: o
express myself: since | departedm .
govermnment’ sewoce with - sucty. pro~-
‘found concem,” says- Haig, who- last:
summer returned from Europe, where ~
he was NATO’s Supreme Allied Com- -
_mander, to find a- backlog of” 500: - "~ The normal fee for these non-celeb-
speakmg requests... ” : g _ fity Speakers is 5225 to $500. “The low-- )

s Therearetwotypesofpeoplemthe B 5 . erthefes themoteaptaspeakensto '

" lecture-business. One is-the person. ways wvti'rusmthhxsésam#ﬁowtead— Nade:: JohnDean Dawd Frost, Du:k~ have more engagements,” says Half. . -
- like; Henry, Kissinger; Generat Haig ot~ 75,/ says Moore: “Abby .Van: Burer Gregory: and: julian Bond. Currently, - - If a budding. speaker is well re-
science-fiction- writer- lsaac Asimov..  and Art Buchwald arein thersameca:-f economics-and. energy experts are in: ce!ved atthe |PA convention, the re-

- who gives 200 speeches year in spite. - ~€gofy~ Thmcgh'hlmsle}swhib‘.ec the™ bngges:‘ demand; “accordingto ~sufts’ can-be dramatic, because the

of his fear of airplanes. These people - -turing. Buchwald-finds freshmatena} Karger. Economist Arthur: Lafer, who, audience- includes people-who baok

have accomplished something in their- ~ forhis: column: "ﬂpersomwi'nsenme’ does not-use” an agent, receives-an- speakers around the country. When -

field and are- therefore®in great de-.  is-unlimited. on the-lecture-circuit isv average:” “of* 40- speaking. requests- a, “Carl Stokes was nearing theend of his: .

mand as lécturers. Lecmnng suppje- themauwhoconnmestocreataHes week: from busmes gmups, corpora- term &s mayorof'C!eveland he spoke-

ments their income. - got-something. new” says Or. Heim- * tJonsand unicns.” - - 7 beforethe IPA: Within three weeks he -
The second; smallergroup consnsts _lichywho feels heis in this- category, al~"-. Many of the-fop platform speakers was: booked for $150,000 worth: of-

of those-who have built their reputa-. - - ways: fasmgnewcha)fengesﬁ =T T jgettfm:‘bookmgs through lecture bu-~ speeches. As he was aboutm embark

tion orr the platform. One is- Lowell - -~ ““We try:to-touctr the pulse of the “reads; while-others; such‘asAbby Van+ upon his- speaking. tour- NBC made

Thomas, 87, president of-the IPA, who: - people*bodawwheﬂmvt&wydrace—» Buren, $chedu!e their. own.. Agents! htm aTV offer.- . -

still speaks fOurtlmesayea!foratotaL lebﬂtynameorﬁwesub;ect: says }unef feesrangeﬁnnﬂOtoSOpercent most _ *The cutlook- for the lecture— bus:- )

of $40,000. : - . Karger, formerly a speakeron memo- 7 often’in the area of 33 percent. ' ness is prosperous. In toda*/s society,
Some people are aiways- popu{ar ry and now«general manager of Ameri- - - Potomac Speakers predaminantly. people are looking to-the experts for”

on the.lecture circuit. “Presidents - “can-Program Bureau, a large- Boston™ -2 womerfs bureau. in- Washington,: advice. For the experts there are

come and go, bu: Jack Andersonisal-- lecture agenwthat- represems Ra!ph“ DC was_tounded by Edrth Btalove mllhons sull to bemade . P

'I‘Be Most Requested Speakers in Amenm continued

two years ago. “Women are no longer
" interested only in speaking at ladies”
.. luncheons . or - being . relegated to -
spouses’ fashion shows,” says Bralove.
Her commission-is 25 percent of her
speakers’ fees,which range from $500+
to $50006.

“Everybody wants a. blod(buster ’
says Bralove, whose lecturers cover a
range of social, political and econom-
ic subjects. june Bingham; author and:

- wife of a: New- York Congressman,
speaks on “Political Spousehood: foys
- and Jealousies.”” New-York Times Con---
 gressional correspondent  Warren
" Weaver |r:-and his wife; syndicated -
columnist. Mariannes Means, give a
.- joint lecture: “The Washington Follies,
- of 1980 Two Views of the Battle- for
the White House.”™ ...
T-"We try: to’ ﬁtour-speakers to«the
" group’s needs. It's & big thriil when-
_you tanrmatch client-and: speaker,” .
-says. Bralove. Clients are clubs, coi- -
Ieges— como:anons and trad&assocg

3 ;,'e._:’

~.Many wouhi-be:speakers trymg o :

!aunch a-career on the lecture-circuit - -
" auditiors in- the-Hak Holbrook Showe "
case., a daily-tradition at the |PA con=-
i vention. “t always say-2000° ‘speeches °

’m & make: 2 good speaker,” says Eilesn:”

: HalFlPAvmep:es;dent.whohasbeen’ -
bookmg speakers for-three- decades:. .
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