‘Star Trek’ begms secret movie mission

By KAREN FELD

News Special Writer
L much secrecy surrounding prepara-
tions for the launching of Para--
mount. Studios new U:S.S. Enterprise: as
there: was for the first, Russian spa.ceslnp
The most celebrated spaceship in televi-
sion history has been rebuilt utilizing
sophisticated.23rd century technology.

The launching on a .new mission from
Hollywood isset for this month when*‘Star
Trek — The Motion Picture,” not to be
confused with. the TV, series; goes intoe
production.

It’s fearsome crew, Capr James Kirk,
played by William Shatner, and his First

Officer, the Vulean, Dr: Spock, played by .

Leonard Nu'noy. as well as Medical Officer
“Bones’". McCoy played by DeForest
Kelley have been reunited for this monien-~
tous science fiction event. The motion
picture, with a budget of $15 million, which
is greater than the cost of all 79 television
episodes combined,- is scheduled for-
release next summer..

Nimoy, Shatner and “Star Trek? crea-
tor, Gene Roddenberry, have been so
bombarded - with ““Trekkies" that they
have hired a publicist to. carefully guard
the secrets of the newimission in an.effort
to perpetuate: the “Star Trek’" mystique.
The original *“Star Trek' series aired for-
three seasons beginning in: 1966 on NBC-TV
before the network canceled it due to poor
ratings. ‘‘Trekkies”” throughout the
country protested. They formed active and
very vocal fan clubs, organized conven-
tions where thousands congregated; they
displayed bumper stickers on their cars —
“Honk If You Love Star Trek;” and:

" “Spock for President.”

he show went back on the air in-off-
network - syndicated reruns., It was
scheduled'in an earlier time slot and
its popularity soared. It is currently seen
on 160 American stations and in 51 foreign
‘countries in 47 languages. Some episodes. -
have been shown as many as 20 times.. The

increasing-popularity and magic of *“Star

Trek” is novel in' the fickle entertainment:
industry, since thelast show was Eiimed'a
decade ago. ;

0S ANGELES — There’s almost as .
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After a decade. ther ongmaf “Star: Trek" cast:is. launch:ng a new voyage in Hoi!ywood reiis

*Sound of Music'") and produr.er Gene:-
‘Roddenberry, creators of the otﬁglnal
“Star Trek!" TV.series, are’ engaged it
p:-e—pmducnun detai Academy Award”
winning composer Jerry Goldsmith
(“Chinatown,” “Planet of the Apes™) is
putting final touches on the musical score
for “‘StarTrek — The Motion Picture.”
Each member of the cast'is busy ar-
ing for the rol& he will assume for the next

four months. Also returning from the -,

originaF cast are’James: Doohan;;

:George.
- Takei; Nichelle Nichols, Wajter Koenig,: -

J wnrkmg. and Keﬂey speudmg il

athome:’

s

oddenberry is ca?efully gﬂardmg=
. the premise of the film. “When you~
= find out; let me know,"” says Keﬂey_
But dome’information. has been trans—
"ported-'out. “Spock has aged: 10 years,’”’
says Nimoy: "E\mrybod:y ages,\ even
:science fiction:”

" And:Nimoy;. too; is 10> years older and
Has matured as an actor. Although hevis-

Just days before the much pustpone,d Majel Barrett, and: Grace'Lee Wh:mer - most- closely: identified with the role uf

and awaited production date; writers Gene
Roddenberry and Harald Livingston are -

busy revising the’seript:-which is based.on g
an original story by Alan Dean Foster and..

Roddenberry. Bob Abel, Con Pedersomand .
Richard Taylor ate readying spectacular

special effects. Pederson: supervised. that =
area on “2001: A Space ‘Gdyssey."'Four- :

time Academy Award winning director
Rubert W:se« ("Wﬂt Slde Story,";.“'rhe

Former. “Mlss India;'" Persis.

- plays.an;exotic crew member

" Enterprise fronva distant planet.. "
Both' Nimoey and. Kelley becam

closely: identified with: the-roles- u:at\fhe}r

played in:“Star Trek™ that it has had a

ﬂSpocle:'
!ﬂ’!ﬁ.; ‘pla

has worked: continuously,
wvariety: of parts. in film, televi-' '
smand.-”.‘.ﬁeamt including the psychiatrist
?IM" Tevye in “‘Fiddler on the
f,” E’agu’

lives and: careers. Their lives have con-;. ‘this was the best,” says Nimoy. He has-:

frampeople fromaﬂ wa!ks' -
oflife-. . It seems to hava

raised a hope for theﬁ‘tuture‘
with most people.”"

trasted: :sharply over the- past dccade, i
ding; -road:

s

also written; produced directed: and .
mured with hi$ one-man show,; “Vincent;’”".
Igsed‘ori the relationship. between Vmcent'

_van Gogh and his brother, Thes: -
3 Ins cpl;tmst 'to both. Nimoy and Shauwr;‘

who have not been out of work sirice “'Star .
“Trek’" was cancelled, Kelley's career was

- affected”differently. “It's been a mixed-

. blessing,”" says Kelley. “It has given'me:
enormous: popularity among: the people, -
but-at'the: same: time- it has.crippled my-
career as-far.as picture work is concerned.

‘Star-Trek’ changed- the whole course of -

’my life,"" he explains. “‘I. became so~

‘identified with the role of.the doctor that
everything.that was offered to nie after-
-wards was the role of a doctor. Nothing
was seemingly coming my way that was:

- really stimulatingy so as a result; I just.®

“kind of‘coasted with life,” says Kelley. ~
“I'm basically a very lazy actor anyhow.
" And [ enjoy doing nothing about as well as

., anyone youever met,” he added.

“‘Star Trek” has just never let go my
life. It’s with me day and. night,” says
Kelley. “Mail comes from people from all

N

: in: “Oliver,” and iParis im -
1 “M:ssiim.. Tinpossible.”” “Characters all
tremendous imipact on. boththeir personal ©  become children..1t’s very difficult to say,”

. waiks‘ of life, from dﬂ&ors and lawyers. It

séems:to-have raised a hope for the future
with'most people.”’

i o o % Lo
ever has. a show. achieved such
popularity in reruns and never;
have fans.been so. vocal and sup-
portive for such a long period of time after;
a-show has been canceled. All of the:.

- principals.are still receiving fan mail and:

recognition as if they: were still doing a hit:

- show.Nimoy- receives. approximately.

20,000 pieces of mail a month from fans:

| Kellay poinis-out; ‘It feels wierd; like
-yow're doing-a: hit show and:mot bemg

compensated-forit”" . .
“Star Trek” has become a cultura[

.pheuomena..“lt seems to touch. a very
-responsive.chord im people from-all walks

of life from 8 t0.80," says Kelley, “Tt just

, keeps picking up new viewers in syndica-

tion.— whole new little generations,” he
adds. He- attributes-its appeal to: the fact
that: it's a/very- optimistic show: ‘It
showed: the: youths: that there was some
place to go that this was only the begin-

_ ning of an adventuresome time of life.”

Another explanation: Kelley offers for the
popularity of ‘‘Star Trek'' is ‘‘the una-
shamed comraderie and. inve—and‘respect
for everybody.™

Gene Roddenberry had hoped to- do- a.
feature a few years ago, but was unable to.
interest the studios in it atthat time. Rich
Frank, head of, Paramount Television
Services, spent a half a million dollars on

new *‘Star Trek” sets last winter and tried.

to develop a new-“‘Star Trek™ TV series

_ for a so-galled *“limited fourth network” to

air every Saturday evening on a group of
independent and network affiliate stations.
It was to be transmitted by - the:
Paramount-owned Hughes Satellite. The
project was put in a holding pattern last
spring due to lacK of advertiser support:
But the studio feels.the time is right for a.-
feature, and that it will be more ecoromi-
cally feasible than a new TV series.
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