For Rvan,

By KAREN FELD
Los Angstes Times . _ ‘

S WASHING E!’\ Saturday, Oct. 15,
1478, was the h-l».t night of the 95th session
of Congress. For Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D-Calif.,
it was his last pight in Washington before
he would head back home and then, several
weeks later, embark on his fact-finding trip
to Guyana.

I spent much of that final evening here
with the congressinan, {irst over a relaxed
dinner at Romeo and Juliet, a popular
downtown Washington restaurant, and lat.
er talking in his office where, between votes
on the House floor, we shared a little bran-
dy to celebrate the imminent recess.

IT WAR TO be an ali-night session of
Congress. Most members were anxious to
adyourn and return to their distriets for hee.
tic campaigning in the {ew weeks remaining
hefore the off-year election. Ryan, for his
part, was so conlident about holding his
Zahfornia congressional seat that his main
concern was his post-election journey to &
remote part of Guyana, searching out the
truth about Jonestown.,

It was this same intellectual curiosity
and insatiable appetite to experience the
unfarmifiar - to see reality for himself, how-
ever unpleasant the sight might be — that
had persuadad Ryan to give up his safe aca-
demic career for the hurly-burly of politi«"s
to don clown makeup on one oceasion and
enter the circus arena as a tramp; to work as
a high school teacher in Walls after the
riots; to spend eight days behind bars, vol.
untarily, in Folsom, California’s maxi-
mum- ﬂum’i!; prison, and then, last week,
to lead an investigative mission to a prinii-
tive South American country where a con-
troversial American religious sect, the Peo-
ples Temple, had established a community
in exile.

I BENEW BYAN during his six vears in
Congress as hoth a friend and a journalist
who followed his activities in California as
well as in Washington, He had a keen sensi-

independence meant
having to seek his

DWW answers

LIty to everyore, esper tally the underpriv.
a;;zfi amd sornetinmes his
.rm?n d people the wrong way
Ur{z nly an one could §m e talked hirn
b of the trip Lo Guvams short of prediet-
ing the unimaginable - the airport ambush
ard mass suicides. He wanted to venfy per
sonally the “deplorsble” conditions at
Jonestown, where Jones's cult followers
WETE SUDPuSEl dly being .’hlﬂ}kjiff“’wa to me
and physical abuse.

The last evening we talked, Ryan drew
parallels between his observations during
his self-imposed stav in Folsam Prison in
1870 and what he had heard about condi.
tions m Jonestown, where the relatives of
many Californians were allegediy being
held against t}wn vn]‘

After his stay m Folsom, Ryan wrote
play about his ne Muu.nd “friends” n Thm
(Ln'k diff&re:at *u,urlc mad ?ru» ,E:'Q\E' me &

at .:xra£n>r:rrﬁ*~1fs

.....

it 4 Small Prece :zr ‘"A W n meiapmn f-ui
the hope thal each prisoner on viewing hs
life as though seen from the bottom of &
deep well,

IN HIS FOREWORD to A Small
Prece of Shy, Hyan wrote this about Fol-
som: 1 did meet many mer who have be.
come members of a subeulturs that is both
distinct and wnknown to the rest of Ameri-
ca. It is also 2 violent subculture . .. This
play is about those men, and ntherﬁ like
them. Socisty was their vietim and so they

are now inside the walls. But unless we
hang,s* that system, we will be their vietim
again. Where does it end? . . . How shall we
end it?"

That's what leo Byan was all about:
always looking, always questioning, always
swkmg his own answers. His flerce inde-
pendence lit his path from Califoraia to
’w’#"mhmghm, as it also lit his mission to
Giuyana. That lght went out only when vio-
lence erupted on the edge of the jungle,
plunging ail of Jonestown into unspeakabls
darkness.



