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~ In the largest mass kidnaping ever
o ocour in the United States, the al-

leged abductors were identified and
apprehended through the FBI's use of

0814, :

r. William S. Kroger, a Loz An:
geles psychiatrist and hypnothera:
pist, who is now acting as consultant
to the FBI in other criminal cases,
was sent to Chewchilla, Calif., last
July alter 31 children were kidnaped
from a school bus.

Kroger met with Frank Edward
Ray, the driver of the bus, and taught
him how to use sellhypnosis, a
method of inducing a reluxed state.
“Self-hypriosis made him able to
think more clearly. He wanted to
cooperate with the authorities.'”

“RAY HAD CAUGHT a glimpse of
the ll%unfn number of the van (in
which the children were kidnaped)
but couldn't remember it Kroger
said. "He told us he saw the van mov-
ing away. We told him he was looking
at & TV screen and he could see a
video playback of the entire situation;
he could see the van moving away.

“I'm now bringing ina zoom lens to
bring the license Eulm closer to him.
How :mwﬂnf slawing down in
time, The van i hardly moving; the

lettare are gotting as big as the screen
(= the Wlevision screen, the motion
Blohu sereen. You've looking at the
license numbers now. Tell me what
thoy are. :

*Coming right out of the fog, he re-

vealed the license numbers which fed

to the capture of three kidnaping sus-.

pects. iy

] s has béen vsed in medicine

Hnm:, mm&g
sparts and acting many years. In
. fact, Kroger says,"hypnoais probably

began when man first crawled out of

the primeval mud. All religlon is

based on hypnosis. It is the influenc-

ing of one individual by another
. through suggestion.'' explains
; gmu. one of the innovators in the
A ROGER, NOW T, bégan workln

KR R, NOW 78, began worki

in hypnoala In 1925 &t Nerthwesters
‘Univereity and developed an interest
in the use of hypnosia In criminology
to restore amnesia victims,

“The brain stores everything and
forgets nathing, Through hypnosis an
individual is able to think better, and
therefore remember better,” says
Kroger,
~ Despite popular misconceptions,
hypniosia is fiot a trance, not a state of
W, ‘_'[t';‘ the nth gegru
of sy ,"" says Kroger, "It pro-
d ,uuf:’muona;;d, '_s‘ﬂﬁ‘défxm—
mg fmpulses. An individual per-

me  better in an  anxiety-free
environinent. :

The FBI this vear instituted an ex-
serimental program which employs
%ﬂ\wh in selective cases in helping

ims and witnesses of crimes to re.
oall facts and identify criminals. Bob
Gebhardt, assistant dicector in
charge of the FBI Los Angeles office,
and Dick Doace, a sgpecinl agent,
began a feasability study using inves.
tigative hypnosis in January, 1876,
Tg:y contacted Kroger after publica:
tion of & book he wrote with W.D. Fe-
zler titled ““Clinical and Experimen-
tal Hy-a-n.oa—l:s and Behavior
Moditication: Imagery Condition-

he study was approved by the U.8,
attorney general and FBI Director
larence Kelly and {8 being con-
ducted on the West Coast. Dr, Kroger
is the only medical hypnotist working
with them to date.

ation: e

HYPNOSIS IS USED primarily to
og the memories of witnesses, en-
ance recall and to get more accurate

descriptions which can be unsed in
compesite pictures for police artists,
such as in the DeGetta case, [n that
one, a woman asked another woman
in the Kaiser Clinic reception room In
Los Angeles to hold her baby while
she went shup}?i:lg. When the mother
returned, bolh the strange woman
and baby were gone, Under hypnasis,
the mother gave a description which
proved to be an exact likeness of the
abductor and led to her capturs,

There have been some failures in
the use of h? nosis in cr:lminnlosg.
Rroger says, "' We had a banker’s wifa
who was kidnaped and she got a good
look at the guy who taped and gagged
her, But the incident was so painful
for her that even under hypnosis she
blocked it out,” :

After almost a year experimernital
program, Douce says he is encour-
aged by the results. “it is a good teche .
nique to employ In seloctive cases. We /
don’t hypnotise suspects, only wit-
nesges and Victims whao wanl o
cooperate. We never use it to abtain

onfessions."!



