‘The New Status Symbol:
Buying By the Book

Brass monkeys, Gucci cars and elephant ice tubs are
just a few of the offbeat gifts still available
through this year's crop of Christmas catalogues.

By Karen Feld

hurry, you can still
place your order for a
credit card pillow.

But, perhaps a sterling
silver bottle opener is more
your style? Or how about a
genuine brass monkey com-
plete with trapeze?

Oh wait, we've got ]ust
the thing — a limited edi-
tion Cadillac Seville de-
signed by .. ., Gucci, of
course.

These are just a few of
the offbeat — and, in some
case, downright outra-
geously expensive — pgifts
available this year through
Christmas catalogues,

Museums, specialty
stores, mail order houses,
and just about any other
merchant willing to pay

It's not too late. If you

today's exorbitant mailing

costs lhias probably already
sent you one. And, if your
credit is good, you've prob-
ably gotten at least ten. To
some, the number of cata-
logues received has become
the new status symbol. (By
the way, most of the cata-
logues are free, and the
ones that aren’t can usually
be obtained for a nominal
$2 or $3 fee.)

Because the mail order
busineas has grown so
rapidly in the past five
years, there's heated com-
petition among catalogue
merchants to out- class,
out-price and out-chic each
other. Each season, it
seems, the books become
more artistic, better de-
signed and photographed,
while the products inside
‘grow more costly, wildly
imaginative and more won-
derfully impractical.

Perhaps the best of the
crop this year is the first
annual Rodeo Drive Cata-
logue. Only 100,000 copies
have been printed, avail-
able throughout the world
on a mail order basis for $4.
The 40-page book, with
. items ranging in price up to
‘& §443,000 diamond neck-
lace, was introduced at a

. party at — where else -
Hi

3 ﬁr.l

fice. Forty merchants of
one of the world’s most re-
nowned shopping streets
are represented. And,
Neiman-Marcus enlisted
the talent of Hollywood
cartoon creator Chuck
Jones to design their
Christmas book. It pictures
Wile E. Coyote, finding
innovative solutions to his
shopping problems at N-M,
of course.

But, without further ado,
here's an imaginative sam-
pling of what you can buy
for that impossible-to-shop-
for-person without ever
once having to battle traffic
and fight the crowds from
Chevy Chase to Tysons
Corner:;

* Queen Victorian Desk.
This desk was originally
commissioned by Queen
Victoria I of England for
her personal use and was
reproduced faithfully by
William 8. Wooton. It is in
Renaissance Revival

Style of carved walnut in-
laid trimmed with satin-
wood and ebony. Neiman-
Murcus. 81 50,000.

Yes, it's a bit expensive, but

Gueci's limited edition Cadillac

Seville (above) may be just the

~ thing for that impossible-to-shop-
for person on your gift list, And
Just think, there's a matclrmg five-
piece set of!uggag‘e already in the

. by Guecy, of course, Not

j eo b _autdone, Neiman-Marcus has

trunk .

®» Brass Monkey. The
limited edition gift is by
Bustamante and comes
complete with trapeze,
ready to hang in any room.
Rodeo Drive Catalogue,
from Knights Ltd, $1,660,

* Clayjeans. The jeans
that never wear out have
two back pockets and come
in faded denmim. The
ceramic derriere measures
11% inches by 10% inches.
The sculpture can be
mounted on any wall, The
Paragon, Westerly, Rhode
Island. $30.

* Anklung, an unusual
looking bamboo sculpture.
This is not only a fascinat-
ing art object, but also a
real musical instrument. It
is handmade in the forests
of Java and serves as
accompaniment to mnative
folksong fests as well as a
golo. The sound is similar
to a xylophone or vi-
braharp, and is to remind
you of water trickling down




a mountainside. It's tuned
to Western music scales so
you can play it by grabbing
the appropriate tubes and
shaking. Twenty-seven
inches high. Adam York,
Hanover, Pennsylvania.

_® Credit card pillows.
‘Mastér Charge and VISA
pillows created in satin to
look like the real thing.
Never be without your
plastic. Twelve inches by
20 inches each. Geary’s,
Beverly Hills. $25.

. ® Sterling silver bottle
opener. A perfect gift for

. you Perrier lovers. Set also -

includes two caps that fit
perfectly, of course. From
Cartier.  Reflections, 1,
Magnin, Set $46.

o Library of leather
bound books. The catch

here is all will bear your

name as author. You don't
even have to write the first
word. In this case, you can
judge a book by its cover.

i

You can say fill 'er up and mean it
with this old-fashioned pump wine
dispenser from American Express.
It measures seven feet tall and one
foot, 11 inches at the base, has solid
brass fittings and a handblown
glass cylinder. Now the good news:
it holds 20 gallons of your

" favorite vino,

Inside the gold inscribed
covers is nothing but blank
paper. A perfect gift for the
aspiring writer. Sakowitz,
Houston, Texas. One book,
$43.76; ten books, $312.50;
100 books, $2,5600; 1,000
books, $25,000,

* Bath tub and shower in
the round. A combination
of a eylindrical see-through
shower atop a circular
bath. Incorporated into the
back wall of the shower
cabin are compartments for
bath accessories, a full
length mirror, hand' con-
trols, coiled chrome towel
holders, and warmer that
serves as a hot water pipe.
A see-through sliding panel
keeps towels dry. The
circular bath has a comfort-
able confoured seat, anti-
slip bottom and deluxe con-
trols. Available in white,
red or black. Seventy-nine
inches in diameter, six feet,
10% incheés tall. Prepiped
Continued on page 24
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