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Don ig Call Her
Madame
Justlce

Cuurt is: very* spcculatwe I is:
'unclear whether she-is:a maderate: or
a conservauve:,But one thing is
certain = she is- j

- WOman:. - W
“She’s-an extremely bnghllady

- with-a diverse-background, . very-

‘hard-working, thorough, no-
nonsense person,”’ says-Joan

. Dempsey Klein, Presiding Justice,

- _._California Court of-Appeals, Los

- Angeles; and: the. first- president of

~ the National Association.of Women
- .~ Judges. The two became friends-in
1980 'when Judge Klein assisted--
O’Connor in: orgamzmg zstatc\mde
women lawyers association: in= ~

~to:chat in: November at the annual-
“convention of:the womerrjudges.

“be a.warm:md very sineere, well-
;ad;usted person:-She:has a sense of
“the importance-ofthe: role‘that she .

she is.and where:she'came from.”
- For exampie; when-asked:by -

'O’C‘onnor repli:d, “Ewas.a trial

- professionals.-Possibly, she hasn’t:
“= forgotten-the. dlschmmauun she: =
_expmencﬁd as-a yoting-law:school
* graduoate:. Although: ranking:near the
-top of ‘her class, she was-only® %
. offered"a-jobr as-a-legal secretary;
and: was. denied-the position of~ -

* attorney: at: law: firms. to: which- she:
applied for employment:. “Keep:
-your enthusiasm, support and. =
affectionr to help other women-to- -
*react goals you want to achieve,”. -
she told & group of women lawyers
- -im Washington-recently: She pointed.
“out:that five women have pplied
fnr her form:r post i Anmna.

_'UO IT YOURSELF
" *Sheis not in any: way fragile.or
; prim;’ijsays' one friend. Indeed,.in
- - 1958; she-and her husband, John, a
* corperate attorney; built their adobe
- home by hand.in Paradise Valley in-
" - Phoenie: When they moved.to

'Co:mor, has been described as _ -
~*‘extraordinary’” and “*impressive"”
by those who know her. “*She’s not
‘just a lady, but an. extraordinary
one;” says Deputy White House
press secretary Pete Roussel, who
was assmned to her Mg Ihl

By Karen Fe!d

ashington eageriy uar-d
the first Monday @
October. Last year, i
- anticipation of bewmg &
woman named 1o the -
: Supreme Come, the. ~
-.._brethren dropped the formaiuy of 5
““Mr. Justice.” Sandra Ty latez, the nature and extent. of the
O'Co_rmor, who wants © becalied = contributiom of the ﬁmmrr By
- either ''Your Honor.™ ox “Justics -~ Associate’ Justice'to-the Su{lemt e

_ hearings-last summer, they rented an

" apartment-in the. fashionable . .-
o= i Watergate complex. I mid-

“7 November, after husband John -
---anneunces he.was joining-Miller-
Clievalier; a highiy regarded =~
.Washng;mtaw firm specializing i in
“Federal tax matters; they purchased-
- a fowr-bedroom zmdomnmum =
(hsxed’ for 5375 000) in

But now, nearly fou.r months

well-trained in the law; a precise,

‘Arizona. They had an' oppqttunnty..-:."

- association in Detroit. “Ffind: herm-g

.-has, but:she-also-has'a-sense of who-

She is: vcry suppomveot’womrr ', =

In the few months since her
appoinfment, Supreme Court Jushce
Sandra Day O'Connor has made quite
_an impression on the public and the
- * press. Here's what Washington
- insiders have to say about the most -
“powerful woman in the land

* Washingtor’s. exclusive Kalorama:

: area.. They: personally moved their—
- belongings-inz rented: U-raul —
sonm:hmg: rarely done in image-

", conscious Di€. — especially if you
"~ . happen.to. be the most powerfm

*_reporters:why-she-was. attending the .~ -
* womer: judges.convention; e

8 Anzona S(ate Senate

woman- inthe land:

During her confirmation hearings,.
her brother-in-law; former Arizona
legislator, Scott Alexander, stayed in
her Watergate apartment while =~
pursuing_his own business meetings.
One-mid-level bureaucrat-remarked’
to Alexander, “‘I wasn’t going to see
you, but your.secretary was so-

- persistent.” His “'secretary®” turned
outto be sister-in-law Sandra, who
answered the phone when the man
returned Alexander’s call. = #

- "*She'is persistent,’’ agrees Powell ©
Moore, White:House Congressional -
liaisom, . who worked closely with her -
during the: confirmation hearings..

_‘“*But-she’s-a pleasure to work with

- because she understands-politics.””
And-she-is a politician, having
served as majority leader in-the: _

WHAT WILL SHE DO?

<. If Justice O’Connor foi{ows the-.
exaﬁ:ple of her colleagues, it is;:
posslble that we-will-no# hearfrom

=~ her im any- dramatie-way for some

Washington befare her confirmation —

S

-

time. During the course-of her-first -

* - ternz on the Supreme Court, she.can

. be expected to: write the-average-10 -
> or 11 major opinions. She wrote her
“* first-on December- 1. Joined by allr
the other:justices; she regemed

> efforts to force-a: change in-the:,

‘government’s system for: awardmg :
-~ offshore oil leases. -

The court: doesn’t rea.ily ‘gear. up
and- begin-issuing decisions until this

" menth> Although she has -

B

~ disqualified herself from-an-

unusually- high number of cases thus - '

- far (probably: because-of conflicts
mﬂ; her husband’s Phoenix; law-

~ " firm}; she. does actively quiestion in
. arguments. She’s-alert, aware of
= what’s geingron; and. well-peepared

beforc she comes 1o the bench.

WHAT THE LAWYERS SA.Y
**She’s been asking. mmerof the-

best questions of the term:. She goes
right: to the-heart of things. says

" one attorney who argued a case .

- before her last autumn. ‘“I've been

“very impressed with-her in some
cases that involve Federal laws, in

* which i would nat have expected her.
- ta have much-cxperience in the state -

-+ court,” says dngdther. ”‘i’ouaenhe

feeﬁn;mzt-she $ concerned about
these things and her concerns.are -
dxmed approprmely’ Pve nonced




rC'anmwdfmmmﬁ * .- @ She joined the majority in
. thatshe really seems to be-. .+ = - striking down an abscenity-law in:.
concerned. wnh the nqmtusof the Ry T _the state of Washington: Thelaw; - +
snmanou 5 wifls

" Steven Brilf, cdlmr of .th; 7

Amencan Lawyer, describes. her as

l' ‘‘one tough cookie,”” afraid of "7
" ieither lawyers: nor dcdmm She

" has been known (o' overturn: verdicts:
or declare mistrials based on lawyer '

, " incompetence. “‘Her harsh treatment

_where 2 public schoohym i e
Dlinofs refused to-allow: a girt to- mx{

of incompetemnt or unprepared ‘out-for-a boys’ basketball team. .- '

lawyers suggests that her deference = ““She is very cognizant of;the -~

to the law and to the sanctity of the ' - importance of her role.to women,”. -

process is her overriding ldcology "~ says Judge Klein. She disqualified

says Brill. - - herseif, however, on the first.case
Although she has been well- —~ - . that presented a women’s-issue - .

prepared, and. her performance to - where her vote might have been

date has been solid, she has taken significant. = -
only a few actions so far that give ' ~The case conccrned wha.l m-ihtary-
some indication of where she sxands persormetcould do with their .
on issues. e pensions.. A serviceman-was. -

She joined her Stanford Law o . divorced, remarried-and; chansetLthe
School classmate (and the Court’s & - beneficiaries of His pensien. from his. -

most conservative judge), Justice. first-wife and three kids-to.the new -
William H. Rehnquist, in his dissent wife. THe court:took the pesition.
about federal courts overseeing state " that the man could do that, Justice
courts. Her record on the Arizona. - _O’Connor disqualified herself: -

Court of Appeals shows that she has . . - - - because her husband had done some
been a strong believer in the value _ work for one of the:insurance::

of the state court system.. ' companies involved.. _ i
. > A “*If her sensitivity w wom a&a
SURPRISING ACTIONS - group is any indication.. I think she

_will be a.force: for.good insome. .

- realistic evaluation of women’s . -
-~ problems-by the court;’’ says Judge, ..
Klein; **(Her presence will cafise)* -
__some-raising of consciousness- = -
- among her brethren-as toswomen

Her chief critics are members,of
the New Right. John Lofton, editor
~of Conservative Digest, criticized
this first action. ““This provided an.
early opportunity to practice:what
she has preached regarding the !
wisdom of allowing state courts to ~ .
rule first-on the constitutionality of i
state statutes. Justice O'Connor * et
declined to do so. One swallow does
not a summer make, but those who kept pace with the wockloadiof
_ artempted to sell Mrs. O'Connor as. -~~~ New joB, but si¢ alse: makes-timei.
a judicial conservative must — - 3 - for her family: She hasthree sons:-f
certainly be gulping over this e, o Seotty 237 who-graduated from-
decision.” - Stanford last-year; Brian; ZF, a-
There has been some Spccu!anon "~ student at Colorado-Collegesand
- that she may prove (o be a #° "-Tlay, 19, a-sophomore at Stanford. -
Rehnquist clone. When Judge Klein The O’Connors have become an—-
mentioned that to her in November, uuesra.l partof tb&wﬁlﬁgmn.
sheresponded: “I think people are :
going to be very surprised bv m)*
performance on the court.” —

‘1 personally don’ tsaheras
anybody’s clone. She is a very - =
indepertdent lady,™ says Judge - z
Klein. Althcugh.her appointment .
has been thought of a< a quiet, _
conservative way for the court 10
break: the sex barrier, she may

_ Not only has Justice- O’Connor-:

the other justices-fave remained: <
misible-sociaily, that is ot the
nature of mcybangmsa‘aerofd:;}';
brethren. She was the cemeer of -

surprise people. = 77 - attention at the White House state. -
< Inhcrﬁrstpubhcvm-oaanm dnmerfoeranssemandQucaz
which was serfously contested Noor of Jordan. 7 =7

* Mrs. Strom Thurmend, mfem -
the Senate Judiczary Chairman,
—hosied a rea (or. 60& women in

among the justices, she sided wath
. Justice William Brennan, rather __
- than with Justice William =

k!

T U
el

Rehnquist, who wrote the rufing ~ honor of Justice O!Connor on the -4
barring property taxpavess from = final dayﬂf the Senare codfirmations -3
“suing local officials for damegss @ . hearings. Onth:.soccasmnandon
federal courts undcr il rights <= mamy since, the junior justice has
" laws. - - i == found hersell graciously sitdking
-*. hands.and makiagsmall talk in = -4

p OTHER DEC'SI—ONS TONCTE reoniving lines.-**She can -work a
@ She hasnot joined Josicss crowd beautifully fr such  nawural,”’
“Marshall and Breanafr inetels = -~ =  omassaming way that you instantly
"7 oppoSitionf0 the despeadiYs = . like her,” says Jean Cdoper, 1 - -

V'& Pres:dvcm George Bush

police officer.

Husband John laughs as he lalks
£ lboutreponetswhocaﬂthmr 19-

- year-old son Jay to ask-
3 t‘reawiona} questions™™ about her
tennis-and golf game, and then
T ,tlwaw m,. ‘What does-she say about -

freedom from: the.O»’Comfors for a

while,”* says John O'Connor. But -

" the, public nmuralfy wants to Imow
everythi

Reporters: !ovcd lh: stnry aboui
her winning a trip for'two to~ _
- Morocco at the Whlt' Trap Baﬂ in

B SeptemEex *It's:pice to be in
Waslmgmld:dn t'know you-

*Wer arrival. Two-eomes of the

Declaration of Independence

autographed: by her brought $240 at

‘&-charity auction. Little did she--

“: know that the money was destined
for the Sigma Delta Chi legal
defense fund, which helps support

- court actions. favorable to

In Washington, the O'Connor
- hoopia continues. “It’s taken 150
«i= w7 years for a woman to be named to
- vo-the Court,”! says Rep: Peggy
* Heckler (R-Mass), dean of
 congressional women and co- -
founder of the Congresswomen’s -
¢ . Caucus, who insists it was she who
- first suggested to then- candidate
~- Reagan that he appoint a-woman to-
- the High Court. ““This is a good
beginning. It’s inspirational. She's
an 1da1 chomc i 2




