Dr. Eugenie Clark bags 8 Moses sole fish that emits a highly toxic poison

Researcher takes the bite
out of anti-shark arguments

By KAREN FELD
Specied Ta The 1. P

g Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Fear of sharks
‘again last month when a California surfer was Lilled i
reat white shark. But Dr. Eugenie Clark, who has boen
diving o ut the world with sharks for 26 years, in
tacks on humans are rare.
‘A car accident on the way to the bwh is more likely
than  shark attack at the beach,” says Clark, who has do
voted het life to researching how i fal i
birth — snd why they sttack
Thars ar anly 40 io 80 duﬂlmml«i shark sitacka

iff, director of the Inl.emumu.l hul Atmln F‘\ le at the
University of Rhode laland.

“HUMAN FEAR OF sharkastems from ignorance,
says former Suncoast resident Clark. She believes that
test achievement is elping people better under
stand sharks nd diapelling some m ey about the fish.

ing_ throughout the world, she teaches zoology at the
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One of Clark's best-kn complshimentais he di
covery of the ability of the Moses sole, a foot-long Indian
ot M s sermi i that \-n\hnﬁlﬂw"l‘“‘ but

w the discovery differently
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Clark has dlved with shark more that. 40 fet. locg,
has uu(}-i them t0 ring a bell for food, and last year, she
rode 5 foot whale shark weighing 10 tons. She has cap
tured more than 2,000 sharks for study
"The mothet of four has never sustained even an injury
in the water. She was once attacked by & 12K
shark, but the aceident occured while she was driving to &

lecture: When she had m-hm an the beakes, the teeth of

 mounted jaw sank into het
Pem.-m T foet) and vivacious, m.u doesn't lock her
ive-time divorcee 1 a Md.a

Wasbington subarb, and whes the's nof raveling and div

erutch.” Sharks are so maligned because
e ‘the equiprent — those teeth,” says Clark. “Un
1 you become an experienced diver, you really do think
re dangerous.
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Dr. Clark, shown in a 1965 photo, examines a
set of shark jaws

Sharks . ¢

“First his snout came in. When he opened his mouth,
sisjaw came | could ook o bis hrot, 1t wasexci
g more than fearful

Clark hos sz angaging staey about sach i and aach
dive, whether it's the dwarf shar (the acigar)
e biudied i Jupan orthe 4 foot whale shark - “lour
of s could have slid into her mouth together.”

Her love for the ses and its creatures is evident in her
current project: an effort to conserve her favorite coral
reef, Ras Muhummad, 8 spot at the southern tip of the Si-
nai Pennisula in the Red Sea. * the
most beautiful coral reefs in the world. The fish are so
thick at some points you can't see the water.

CLARK MET not long ago with Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat, whose son Gamal wasa fellow diver. She de
scribed Ras Mubammad to the president, who keew it
Rl et Y s He Rt ey it
protect this magnificent coral reel, and promised 1o de
clare it & national marine park, under one condition

sked Clark. “You have to protect my son

from the man-eating sha

But Sudat’s nssassination came before the reef was de-
clared a national park. Clark is now trying to enlist the co-
operatian of Egypt. Israel, Jordan and Saudi Arabia in de-
claring hes fvorile apot i the work ol o fshr
e 50 that both shark and. man m
W The author s a free-lance writer #wngm Washing
ton. D.C.B
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