[nesday, August 16, 2005

Anka’s Roc

The much-awaited announce-
ment of this year's Kennedy Cen
ter honorees is expected later
this month. Until that time, it's
all very hush-hush, but the Buzz
hears

it Canadian-born singer:
songwriter Paul Anka, who spent
much of his late teen vears right
here in the nation’s capital, will
receive o Kennedy Center Honor
at the 28th annual celebration for
lifetime achievement on Dee. 4. If
we're right, "50s teen idol-turned-
Vegus crooner Anka, at age 64,
will be one of the younger talents
to receive this coveted honor, He's
chalked up more than 900 songs to
his credit — recorded by the big-
gest names in the business from
Elvis to Frank.

Your money or your script
The Steven Spielberg/Tom
Cruise film “War of the Worlds”
has raked in over a half-billion dol-
lars worldwide. However, the mon-
ey will not be deposited in the rural
Virginia home Cruise had initially
rented for his five-day stay while
filming scenes near Lexington. It
scems Tom wanted a safe installed
— not for his pocket change but for
the then-super-secret script, the
ending of which was known only
to Sprelberg and Cruise. While the
local owner was willing to accom-
modate substantial redecoration

by Cruise's personal interior de-
signer, he was not willing to let the
designer drill holes in the living
room floor for a seript-secure safe.

Moments to remember

As we go through life, we've all
thought about things we want to
do before we die. Former Washing-
tonian Michael Ogden and illus-
trator Chris Day — both living in
London, where they met at an In-
ternet company a half-dozen years
ago — collaborated on the book
“2Do Before 1 Die.” They enlisted
friends from around the world to
contribute personal essays. Many
of the Washington-based contribu-
tors gathered recently to celebrate
publication of the book, subtitled
“The Do-It-Yourself Guide to the
Rest of your Life,” on the patio of
Carol and Landon Butler’s North-
west home.

The idea originated when Ogden
sat with his paternal grandfather
— author Chris Ogden’s father
— on his deathbed. “His final sto-
ries differed from his obit,” related
Ogden. “He told me stories I hadn't
heard about little moments like his
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first love.”

Ogden smid, “My grandfather
gave me a perspective on life” So
he made a list, and then asked oth-
ers Lo pick out a single moment
from their lives and to think aboul
their list for the future. The book
is about those individual answers
from people ages 21 to 81,

For Ogden it was about record-
ing a record album — not selling

copies of the records, but hearing
the songs. Paige Evans wrote an
essay about returning to her child-
hood home. Her parents, former
Rep. Tom Evans, R-Del,, and artist
Mary Paige Evans, now living in
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Swings’ to the top

Paul Anka rehearses for a show in Toronto in June. Anka may be up for a Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime achievernent.

Florida, came to the party to cel-
ebrate publication. Others on hand
and proud of their essays were:
Eric Beach, who wrote about
climbing Mount Fuji; Andy Myers:
his road trip across the US,; Ber-
nie Aronson: raising his daughter,
who is now 15; Landon Butler,
who would have written about tak-
ing an intensive French course in
France; and Dinna Walker, who
would have written about taking
her granddaughter to Paris.

Both of Ogden’s parents cele-
brated the publication. In fact, one
of the most dramatic essays was
written by Ogden's mother, Deedy,

Scripps Howard
Tom Cruise stars in “War of the Worlds.” Cruise wanted a safe installed in the

Lexington home he was renting during filming, but the owner nixed the idea.

60, a local photographer and art-
ist. The essay, titled “Come out of
the closet,” tells of her “jumping off
a cliff” — her deep love for another
woman.

Calling all ... artists?
The Dupont Circle art com-

munity strikes again with Art on
Call. Twenty-two artists — in-
cluding painter Nicholas Shi,
Cherif Mamadou, muralist G.
Byron Peck, photographer Colin
Winterbottom, watercolorist Ar-
lette Jassel and graphic designer
Supon Phornirunlit — have re-
vitalized abandoned fire and po-
lice call boxes with their own in-
terpretation of Dupont's famous
fountain as a tribute to an earlier
time, pre-“dial 911" That's when
the boxes played an official role
in our emergency alert system.
Dupont isn’t the only community
collaborating with local artists on
this project. If you drive around
Mount Pleasant and Capitol Hill,

you'll see others.

Love makes the world go
'round

THE EXAMINER ()

NYT

——

We're delighted to report that
political consultant Ed Rollins
has been happily married to Shari
Scharfer-Rollins, a former TV
honcho and now a real estate exec-
utive in New York City, for the past
two years. His dear friend, Lyn

Paulsin, is engaged and about to
marry. Oops — so much romance,

we get confused.

Buzz Karen at buzz@karenfeld.com
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